ASIDELINES SUCCESS

THE AMAYAS

FORGING A FAMILY AT STONEHENGE STABLES

By Emily Randolph

n 2000, Victor Amaya was at a European

horse show, socializing with fellow ridess,

when he suddenly heand 3 fumiliar name

coming from the big-sereen TV nearby.

The TV was airing live coverage of the FEI
Wordd Equestrian Games (WEG) in Aachen,
Giermany, amd, although Vietor adn'tbeen
paying much attention to it, he whipped around
quickly when he heard., "In the ring representing
Arzenting, Max Amaya”

“1 couldn befieve it said Vieror. who
fmmediaeely realized itwas his own brother,
Ma. "1 was very, very impressed, surprised and

prowd, My friends there wiere picking on me,

They said, Tow can you not know you havea
brother riding in the WEG:!™

While it seems unlikely, it certainly was
not implausible, especially at the time. After
erowing up and riding rogecher in Angentin,
Vicror and Max had both left their home
wountry o pursue riding carcers in different
parts of the word: Vietor in Fumpe, and Maxin
North Americy

I'he rwo kepr in touch enough for Vietor to
know thar Max was riding sucoessfully in the
United Seares, bue in the days before frequent
text messaiges andd social media updares,
Vietor had no idea just how suceessful Max

had beeome — unril he heard Maxs name
announced over the WEG broadest.

et moment would impact the course of
Vieton's carcer and ultnmately lead him and his
hrother back together, this time riding ar Max's
own Sonehenge Stables.

THE EARLY YEARS

Decaddes prior, its likely that both brothers
sould have prediceed Victor m be the one
representing their country at the WEG, Two
vears older than Max, Vietor began riding first

and came by his dding ability and Tove of horses

quickly and narurally,
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“I started getting in the sadkdle when |
was 4 vears old.” said Viewor who, along with
Max, reveived his eardy dding edueation from
their gramifather, a member of the Argentine
mounted Army, 1 fell in Jove immediarely with
the horses and evenvthing around the horses.”
“Wictor was always very gifred, and my
grandfather liked the way that he rode.” said
M. now 46, "Our grandfacher was guite a
nice rider, very skillful with horses, He had an
incredible feel. He and Viewor gor along very well.
“He did like me alot too, but [ was alittle bit
backward.” contnued Max. *T wias a bit scared
of horses, so Tended up in Vietor's shadow, As
Vietor developed his carcerin show jumping, 1
was doing it on and off and playing some poloe —
which I was notvery good at cither,”
By
fear of horses, gotten serous about riding, and

tie 14 howvever, Mad had conguercd his

started following in Vierors footsteps,

“Twas inmy kst high school vear, and my dad
satiel, You have m go o eollege and get a degree.
Be adoetor, lawyer, whatever you want. but
with horses, you're going to be poor,” explained
M, "1 was hwing the horses for sure, and 1
hated studving. Tewasntlike el [ eould do
show jumping that well, bue itwas an option |
fiele 1 could do without having to study!

Sa, in 1992 at the age of 17, Max acoepted a
position as a working student for Roger and
his son. 1984 World Cup Champion Mario
Diestauriers, and made the move from Argentina
o Bromont, Canada

“That’s when it all starved.” said Max, “Thar
was it, | was hooked, I didin’twant w fall
because I rold my dad thar T oould dowell. so1
Just kept working and working and working,”

AN EDUCATION ABROAD

While Max was in Canada, Viewr continued
o advance his show jumping creer in
Argenting, but it wasi't long before he too had
the desire to try his land ar riding elsewhere,
Without speaking any English ar the ime, he
accepred a position at the Kennedy Fqguine
Cenere in Treland,

Vicror spent owo vears there before being
offered a position working for Lalka Novo of
Ttaly. Avehe time, Lalla was the president of
the Tralian Equestrian Federation, and she and
hier hushand owned a large aquestrian cener.
There, Vietor developed the Novos' young
horses. in addition w showingin CS14° and
513" competitions throughout Europe, When
Lalla’s hushand passed away, she decided o
close the facility.
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Itwas around that same tme that Vietor
heard Max's name on the WEG broadesstand
decided m call his brother.

“I'said. "I'his 1s the situation, Idontwant to
saiel Vietor, "1

stay here, and [ feel very lonely,”
dont know what I'm going to do. but doyou
think vou could hddp me figure out avisa?”
Across the ooean from Victor, Max had
Joined the team at Beacon Hill Show Stables
in Colrs Neck. New Jemsey, inwgg. There,
working for Frank and Stucia Madden, Max
thrived, and even met his now-wife, Kristi
Freundlich, By 2003 however, the wheels ware

beginning to mum in Max’s head.

“From the time T had any soet of ratioml
thinking about life, | wanted to be my own
boss.” saidd Max, who was beenming wellversed

in Beacon Hills business operations while

running partof Beacon Hill's program ar neardw
Synergy Stables,
“Around 2003 or 2004, | started having

the thought in my head that ha
business was becoming more of 2 real idea, not
justa dream,” said Max, who continued working
for Beacon Hill untl 2003, “Finally, around the
WG in 2006, [Hounded Stonchenge Stables,”

myown

GROWING TOGETHER

When Vietor and Max reconnected. the tgming
was right for both of them. Vieror spent the o
rwianed 4 half vears working for May, before

i ricde for Genrgina Bloombeng for two years

With their home base in
Colts Neck and a winter
base in Wellington, Max,
Vietor and Kris have
built careers that Lhey
love, doing whal they are
most passionate about,
surrounded by their family.

“Ricking for Georgina was a very good
experienee,” said Vietor, " AMfer thar, 1 erded riding
for a few ditferent people. and Max was abways
telling me. Vicwor, you really need o commit to
one place. You can't keep going from onc place
w another and trving here and trying there.”

Perhaps fucled in part by having met his

now-wifee, Kris nde Amaya, Victor mok May's
adbviee and returned to Stonchenge Stables as a
trainer, and it wasn long before Kris became a
part of the wam as well

Koris grew up in Pennsyvania and spent

her college summers working for Irish show

Jumper kevin Babingron while attending The

Pennsyhvania Stare University each fall, Kris
eraduated with a degree in animal scienee, but
not before taking 3 vear off to groom in Floricda fix
Quiet Comer Farm, where she first met Vietor

"By then, Viewr had called Maxand had
eone to Flonda.” said Kris. “] can't rell you
how many times Tmer Vietor, and he never
remembered!”

Exentually though, Vietor didn' juse
remember, he and Kris hir it off and began dating,
and Kris starred working for Stonchengge.

“Max peeded helpin Florida, and irseemed like
the perfect opportuniry,” said Kris, T was going
doven to Florida with Vietor and needed work.
Twas grooming and, on the side, doing some of
the managing. Little by lide, T oransitionod into
being the barmn manager, Max gave me more
responsibilitics, and it grew from there.”
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FAMILY MATTERS

Tharwas 10 vears ago, Today, Kris
manages more than 50 horses at Stonchenge
Stables, working alongside her husband for
the operation that Max has built into one of
the maost highly respected hunter, jumper and
cquitation riding and training programs on the
Fase Coast,

With their home base in Colts Nedkand a
winter base in Wellington, Max, Vietor and Kris
frave built careers that they love, doing what
they are nwist passionate about, surmounded by
their family.

“Tve found thae Tlove training peophe,” said
Victor, “Every time | stepinto the ing to teach

a besson, it docsnt marter whar bevd, Hove what

I o T have a lot of passion for i, and [ enjoy
when people achieve their goals. 1 love to help
penple get berter on 4 horse, and here Tam
gerting to train, ride the client horses, and spend

the days with my family.”

"I wouldntchange it foramyehing.” said
Kris. who officially became family after she
married Vietor in 2004 and gave birth to their
daughrer, Sophia, in 2007 "It great having
Sophia at barn, hanging out with us, sceing
what we love to do, and getting to share that
with her, Working for family definincly has ups

and dewns, butar the end of the day, 1 chink any

t
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oncofus will say that we always want to stay
working together.”

“Family is Family.” added Victor, " something
aappens, vou're going o have your family there,
Ifyonr huve a problem, whatever problem it could
be. you have vour family. This fimily business
gave mie stabiliey. my wifie and my beauriful
daughrer, Fven though here Fiman emplovee
s well — Pmoworking for Max — its different

because | feel its my home. Ies my place.”

THE BUILDING DOESN'T
MAKE THE BUSINESS

Max not only enjoys gerting to work
with his brother and sister-in-law (and with
his wife, Krista, whe is just dewn the road
o mage Beacon Hill Show
Stables ), he alsoaims to ereare thar same
all

sense of family and wgethemess among
the rders ar Stonchenge Stables,

“1 abwayssay thar a business or a barn is
not made by the location or the building; its
made by the people.” said Max. “Stonchenge.
it's all of us, and not just us on the professional
side. 1es clients who have been with us from
the beginning or old students like Brianne
Goutal or Jessica Springsteen who come

back. It's the way we treat cach other, and
the way they treat us, We develop a strong

relationship and a fricndship.”
I yon
the Stonchenge Stables program or continues

k any rider who has come through

to ride with Stoncher hances are they

wholehearredly o

Irs evident in the way former students
return m Stonchenge, like 7T O'N ara, who
joined the ream as a trainer following a highly
er under Max's

sueeessiul junior riding
rurelage. And its evident in the way many
riders never want o leave, like BamManager
founder Nicole Lakin, who has ridden with
Max for more than 20 years,

“The way we make people feel is the way
they're going to react tous,” said Max. “You
can have somebody winning all you want,
but if you're making them feel badly or vou're
achieving that winning steak in a negative
way. people will like it for a lirde bit. bur it
will get old.

“Trgers old o lose, and it gers okd o win
in a bad way, What docsn't get old is good
treatment.” concuded Max, "We want to
treat everyone like they're part of our family.”

Whether it's a family formed by birth or
b choice, of brothers or of fellow riders and
bam mates, being a family is one thing that
never gets old, B
Fowrr maeone: frfrmution, visit wiwe StonchengeStrhles.com
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